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Sharing on the 7" Tradition
Every Group ought to be FULLY self-supporting, declining outside

contributions.....

Why do we not accept outside contributions? Because we do not want to be obliged to anyone or any
organization that does not have the AA primary purpose as its primary spiritual aim."

Where does the money in the basket go? If you are like many of us when we first came into the rooms
of AA: We put our money in the basket and then we saw that one person, who we thought might be the
boss or president of AA, take the money and put into an envelope. At first, this did not seem to be a big
deal. Then we came to a point at which we wondered what happened to the money in the basket. Does the
speaker or chairperson get paid; Does the treasurer keep the money; Who makes the coffee; Does the
coffee maker buy the coffee with his or her own money; What’s this business about rent; Isn’t the group
affiliated with this church or hospital? Many of us asked these questions as well. To explain all of these
questions, and many others, let’s follow “the money in the basket”. The coffee maker is usually the first
person to show up. He or she buys the coffee, sugar, and cream prior to the meeting and sets up before
anyone arrives. The meeting begins and, usually before the end, the basket is passed and contributions are
collected. The treasurer takes the contributions and reimburses the coffee maker for the costs of the items
purchased. Periodically the treasurer gives a report on the total contributions collected and the expenses
paid out. If there is money left over, the treasurer keeps a record of it and is accountable to the group for
it,

What happens to the leftover money? AA is not affiliated with hospitals, churches, or rooms where our
AA meetings are held. We usually pay rent and/or make a contribution to these institutions for the use of
their premises. This arrangement is mandated by our preamble, which states that we are not allied with
any sect, denomination, politics, organization, or institution. Rent money comes from the contributions
put into the basket. The group’s treasurer is responsible for paying the rent on time and reporting this to
the group.

So, is that it? Are rent and coffee our only expenses? Where does the literature come from? After
reading the preamble, the meeting chair or others will read announcements, point out the literature
rack/table, and then give out newcomer packets. Groups purchase literature, usually through the Mobile
Area AA Central office. Your meeting’s secretary or literature representative is responsible for keeping
track of these items. When the supply of any of the items gets too low, he or she puts together an order
and asks the treasurer for the money. The treasurer then takes money from the contributions and gives it
to the representative to go buy the needed literature. While most groups resell the main literature, they
provide newcomer packets and some pamphlets free of charge.

Let’s now review a meeting’s typical expense: Rent, coffee, cream, sugar and literature. After all these
expenses are paid, it is suggested that your group keep enough of the leftover contributions to cover two
months worth of expenses. This is called a prudent reserve. A prudent reserve is a “savings” to be used
when contributions to the basket are low and usually amounts to at least two months of expenses.

So, what happens to the rest of the money? This is where the Percentage Plan comes in. Each group
should decide how funds in excess of group needs will be distributed: to the Mobile AA Central Office,
District 12, Alabama/Northwest Florida Area (Area 01) and World Services (the general service office).
Some groups divide it equally, some set up a scale with the Mobile AA Central Office getting the most, on
down to the World Service Office. These funds are the key source of operating money that these entities
have, because they do not accept outside contributions.

There are no leaders in AA, we are all trusted servants. Our service boards and committees have been
created to help the still suffering alcoholic deal with the common problem/disease of alcoholism. We try to
give back what we have freely received. So, the next time you put your money into the basket, think of all
the things that are being accomplished and how YOU are helping a fellow Alcoholic. Remember that “a
dollar doesn’t do it” any longer and that your generosity will continue to support our Fifth Tradition
“Each group has but one primary purpose — to carry its message to the alcoholic who still suffers”.

ADAPTED FOR AA FROM THE AL-ANON NEWSLETTER



(1] % 5"

3%

ol % I 5
A TR % I
WCOMER e 6 !
= g
%!"D E %
! "%" ! % ' % ")
e 1% "
* I
30 | |
& ' ! "
%!I"$ "$ D E
* % !
(
l "(:1 L 1<
1] ( &!
98 & !
% F/I'/
! ! % [} !Illl

(=

%




" # $ %& % %
% %( )* '
' % |, '

1%

2 3%04 4
%% /' 5
78 %% 98 %%

% % - "4

|%’ 1

+

% %

%% #
5 6
78 % %
- 1
<8 %%
+ 1
%
<8 = 8 %%

%,/0

78 % %

78

*8

% %




% #
&'( % )"+ #
) Lax- )
*')** #
|
1A T % F %
4
| # # 0
Fil S
4)069)9990 E o1 % E %
*_( 4)069)9 FO 4
%" J "I
$% & &
&
&').
[ [ *[+ - - 0122! 22
- 32 425 6 %




! 1 $° 1t
1
%
7
7 I(F %
8 %
!
F %
4
& " 4
1
7
F 1
7
6( %
S
1 "
8(F % !
4 7 I(F %
8 %
] K %
7
6 % 7 I(F %
* 8 %
&

%




" #

# $%&
N OL

%

" #$ %
& "% () 7+ (.
+ - . % +
. %
o# . +
I 122, #
# 3 +%

/

*" L% (MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM " L % ( MMNONMNMNMMmmmaMMmMM
“(MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM

MmvmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmMmmMmMMMMMMMMM
MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM

L% (MMMMM)MMMMM ) MMMMMMMM

$&




#

# $%&
&)l







